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COMMUNICATIONS & ELECTRONICS WEEK 2021 

 

1. Officers and NCMs of the C&E Branch and its founding services: this letter and the affixed 

enclosures provide an overview of C&E Week 2021.  Note that this year’s event will maintain the virtual 

delivery theme as used during last year.  The focus this year shall centre on lectures, PD sessions, and 

seminars via virtual platforms (e.g. MS Teams, SLIDO, and Zoom). 

 

2. Event Overview.  C&E Week will span Saturday, 23 October to Thursday, 28 October 2021.  

The various events shall be virtual in nature with remote attendance drawn from across the country. 

The synopsis for C&E Week 2021 is as follows: 

 

a. Major Bruce Carruthers Gravesite Ceremony (23 Oct 21):  

A small parade held at the Cataraqui Cemetery in West-end Kingston to honour the 

founder of the Royal Canadian Corps of Signals (RCCS) and the perpetuated  

C&E Branch (October 24th marks the 118th anniversary of the RCCS).  The CFJSR is 

orchestrating the ceremony.  Personnel interested in viewing the ceremony can visit 

CMCEN (https://cmcen-rcmce.ca/) and search for the News Post: Carruthers Gravesite 

Ceremony 2021.  Contained within this post shall be a Livestream link via Facebook.  

The ceremony shall take place Saturday, 23 October 2021 from 1100 – 1200 hours 

Eastern; 

 

b. Environmental Conferences (23-26 Oct 21):  
To be conducted virtually with OPIs from the RCCS and RCAF confirming logon 

procedures, invites, and timings.  These conferences are linked to C&E Week, but are not 

components of it.  Details will be released by different authorities: 

 

(1) Reserve G6 Conference (23-24 Oct 21); 

 

(2) Army G6 Conference (25-26 Oct 21); and 

 

(3) RCAF A6 CAPCON (25-26 Oct 20). 

 

c. C&E Honorary Colonels’ Seminar (24 Oct 21):  
Conducted virtually and hosted by the C&E Branch Colonel Commandant.   

Honorary appointments and guest lecturers shall be contacted directly via Tech Support 

moderators and forwarded invitations to the Microsoft (MS) Teams session; 

  

https://cmcen-rcmce.ca/
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d. Subalterns’ & Sergeants’ Indoctrination Programme (25-26 Oct 21):  

Hosted virtually with select lecturers gathering in Kingston to deliver core lessons to new 

officers and NCOs in the C&E Branch.  Students must receive endorsement from their 

CO / RSM (or equivalent) prior to registering: 

 

(1) Authorized students are to register on CMCEN under the News Post:  

Subalterns’ & Sergeants’ Indoctrination Programme 2021; and 

 

(2) Registration closes Wednesday, 20 October 2021 at 1600 hours Eastern. 

 

e. Exercise NOBLE SKYWAVE (26-28 Oct 21): 

An International High Frequency (HF) communication competition entailing 

participation from ABCA partners: 

 

(1) The Net Control Station is located at (subject to change) … 

Building: VC 55 | Room: 124 | Street Address: 12 Satellite Road; and 

 

(2) Teams may visit CMCEN under the Post: Exercise NOBLE SKYWAVE 2021 

which shall direct members to the registration site and library of instructions; 

 

f. Professional Development (PD) Seminar (27 Oct 21):  
A virtual conference in which operational perspectives and technical lessons will be 

shared with the audience.  Digital Transformation, Remote Working, Cyber in 

Continental Defence and four operations/projects will be presented addition to a Q&A 

session.  The PD Seminar will also invite students from the Sergeants’ & Subalterns’ 

Indoctrination Course, and will serve as the culminating brief for that audience: 

 

(1) Personnel may register by visiting CMCEN under the News Post:  

Professional Development Seminar 2021; and 

 

(2) Registration closes Wednesday, 20 October 2021 at 1600 hours Eastern. 

 

g. C&E Family Update (28 Oct 21):  

An update of the Branch and its founding services (RCCS, RCAF, and CFIOG) to discuss 

trade health, major events, and bestow H&A.  Comd 7CG, CJOC J6, and the SOF S6 

shall also discuss operational matters.  In addition, brief updates on affiliated agencies 

such as the Foundation and Association will occur: 

 

(1) Personnel may visit CMCEN and search for the News Post:  

Branch Update 2021; and 

 

(2) It will be broadcasted via MS Teams Live Events, no registration required. 

 

h. C&E Senate Extraordinary Meeting (28 Oct 21):  
To be conducted virtually via MS Teams with certain members gathering in the museum. 

 

i. C&E Association Annual General Meeting (AGM) (28 Oct 21):  
To be conducted virtually via MS Teams with certain members gathering in the museum. 
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3. Funding and Seating Allocations.  An event request has been staffed to formally endorse  

C&E Week 2021 and authorize a reduced number of personnel to travel from the NCR to partake in some 

of the Kingston-based events (e.g. Carruthers Gravesite Ceremony, Indoc Course lectures, and Exercise 

NOBLE SKYWAVE 2021).  These officials – including the Branch Leadership, Occupational Advisors, 

and senior-ranking Command Teams – shall be contacted directly with coordinating instructions. 

 
4. Registration.  Once registrations are collected, OPIs and team leads shall promulgate online 

invitations to join the MS Teams virtual events.  Instructions and timings shall be included as required.  

MS Teams is limited to 250 personnel.  MS Teams Live Events can facilitate up to 10,000 connections. 

 

5. Points of Contact.  Overall coordination is controlled by Major Blair Christie (Branch Adjutant) 

with all Tech Support overseen by Major Rachael Bailey (Deputy Commandant, CFSCE): 

 

EVENT POC 

Major Carruthers Gravesite Ceremony 
Master Warrant Officer Mike Beyer 
CFJSR – Sergeant Major Regimental Headquarters 

Environmental Conference: Reserve G6 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ricardo Dias 
Deputy Director Land Command and Information / Army G6 

Environmental Conference: Army G6 
Lieutenant-Colonel Ricardo Dias 
Deputy Director Land Command and Information / Army G6 

Environmental Conference: A6 CAPCON 
Lieutenant-Colonel Kevin Rubner 
1 Canadian Air Division A6 

Honorary Colonel Seminar 
Brigadier-General Kevin O’Keefe (Retired) 
Colonel Commandant (channel RFI thru the Branch Adjutant) 

Sergeants’ & Subaltern’s Indoc Course 
Captain Steven Fry 
21 EW Regt – 2IC 1 Line Squadron 

Exercise NOBLE SKYWAVE 
Lieutenant Taylor Curran 
21 EW Regt – EW Liaison Officer  | 212 Sabre Squadron 

Professional Development Seminar 
Major-General John Leech (Retired) 
C&E Association President 

C&E Family Update 
Colonel John Roper 
Branch Advisor 

C&E Senate Extraordinary Meeting 
Brigadier-General Kevin O’Keefe (Retired) 
Colonel Commandant (channel RFI thru the Branch Adjutant) 

C&E Association AGM 
Major-General John Leech (Retired) 

President of the C&E Association 

 

6. As stated, all CMCEN registration portals for each registration-based event shall close on  

Wednesday, 20 October 2021 by 1600 hours Eastern IOT provide CFSCE tech support staff sufficient 

time to prepare each MS Teams event and load-test equipment.  The CMCEN link to C&E Week 2021 is 

here: https://cmcen-rcmce.ca/ce-week-2021/.  

 

  

https://cmcen-rcmce.ca/ce-week-2021/
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7. Please note that MS Teams Live Events can handle upwards of 10,000 simultaneous connections 

and do not require registration for attendees.  Speakers will receive Direction & Guidance (D&G) from 

Tech Support Staff; all others may visit the link on CMCEN on the day of the broadcast to attend. 

 

8. In closing, I look forward to seeing many of you during this important Branch Event.  Please 

liaise with my Branch Adjutant – or the event OPIs listed above – should you have any matters to discuss.  

Please ensure widest distribution of this message, and the enclosures, throughout your organizations. 

 

Velox Versutus Vigilans 

 

 

 
D.J. Lambert 

Brigadier-General 

Branch Leader 

 

Annexes: 

 

Annex A – C&E Week 2021 Master Schedule 

Annex B – Directions to Carruthers Gravesite Ceremony (invited dignitaries only) 

Annex C – Honorary Colonels’ Seminar 2021 Overview 

Annex D – Subalterns’ & Sergeants’ Indoctrination Programme 2021 Overview 

Annex E – Exercise NOBLE SKYWAVE 2021 Overview 

Annex F – Professional Development Seminar 2021 Overview 

Annex G – C&E Family Update 2021 Overview 

 

Distribution List 

 

Information 

 

C&E Branch Colonel-Commandant  

C&E Branch Advisor 

C&E Branch Adjutant 

C&E Branch Chief 

EA to DGIMO 

 

Director Signals 

Deputy Director DLCI 

RCCS Corps Chief 

 

Strategic A6 

1 CAD A6 

ATIS Technician Senior Trade Advisor 

 

Comd CFIOG  

Formation Chief CFIOG 
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CO CFS Leitrim 

Station Chief CFS Leitrim 

 

CO CFEWC 

Unit Chief CFEWC 

 

CO CFNOC 

Unit Chief CFNOC 

 

Comd 7 Comm Group 

Formation Chief 7 Comm Group  

 

CO 76 Comm Regt  

RSM 76 Comm Regt 

  

CO 77 Line Regt 

RSM 77 Line Regt 

 

CANSOF J6 

 

CJOC J6 

 

CFJOSG J6 

 

CO CFJSR 

DCO CFJSR  

RSM CFJSR 

 

Cmdt CFSCE 

D Cmdt CFSCE 

SCWO CFSCE 

 

CO 21 EW Regt 

DCO 21 EW Regt 

RSM 21 EW Regt 

 

CO 1 CMBG HQ & Sig Sqn 

RSM 1 CMBG HQ & Sig Sqn 

 

CO 2 CMBG HQ & Sig Sqn  

RSM 2 CMBG HQ & Sig Sqn 

 

CO 5 CMBG HQ & Sig Sqn 

RSM 5 CMBG HQ & Sig Sqn 
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CO 2 CDSG Sig Sqn  

SSM 2 CDSG Sig Sqn 

  

CO 3 CDSG Sig Sqn  

SSM 3 CDSG Sig Sqn 

  

CO 4 CDSG Sig Sqn  

SSM 4 CDSG Sig Sqn 

  

CO 5 CDSG Sig Sqn 

SSM 5 CDSG Sig Sqn 

 

CO 31 Sig Regt 

RSM 31 Sig Regt 

  

CO 32 Sig Regt  

RSM 32 Sig Regt 

  

CO 33 Sig Regt  

RSM 33 Sig Regt 

  

CO 34 Sig Regt  

RSM 34 Sig Regt 

 

CO 35 Sig Regt  

RSM 35 Sig Regt 

  

CO 36 Sig Regt  

RSM 36 Sig Regt 

  

CO 37 Sig Regt  

RSM 37 Sig Regt 

  

CO 38 Sig Regt  

RSM 38 Sig Regt 

 

CO 39 Sig Regt  

RSM 39 Sig Regt 

 

CO 41 Sig Regt  

RSM 41 Sig Regt 
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CO 8 ACCS 

SWO 8 ACCS 

 

A6 1 Wing  

 

OC 3 Wing CIS Flight 

SWO 3 Wing CIS Flight  

 

OC 4 Wing CIS Flight 

4 Wing CIS  Flight  

 

OC 8 Wing CIS Flight 

SWO 8 Wing CIS Flight 

 

OC 9 Wing CIS  Flight 

SWO 9 Wing CIS Flight  

 

OC 12 Wing CIS  Flight 

SWO 12 Wing CIS  Flight 

  

OC 14 Wing CIS  Flight 

SWO 14 Wing CIS  Flight  

 

OC 15 Wing CIS  Flight 

  

OC 17 Wing CIS  Flight 

SWO 17 Wing CIS  Flight 

 

OC 19 Wing CIS  Flight  

SWO 19 Wing CIS  Flight 

 

OC 22 Wing CIS  Flight 

SWO 22 Wing CIS Flight 
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C&E WEEK 2021 MASTER SCHEDULE 
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DIRECTIONS TO CARRUTHERS GRAVESITE CEREMONY 
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HONORARY COLONELS’ SEMINAR 2021 OVERVIEW 

 

1. The Honorary Colonel (HCol) Seminar is chaired by the Colonel Commandant – Brigadier-

General Kevin O’Keefe, OMM, CD (Retired).  All honorary appointments within the C&E Branch are 

invited to attend and discuss a range of historical and contemporary topics related to their stations. 

 

2. The event shall occur on Sunday, 24 October 2021 from 1000 – 1530 hours.   

 

3. Registration is done by visiting CMCEN.ca, searching for the C&E Week 2021 sub-site, and 

selecting the HCol Seminar link.  The Colonel Commandant and CFSCE Tech Support Staff will forward 

links to MS Teams and joining instructions for both virtual and in-person attendees.  In addition, the 

Colonel Commandant is available to help you navigate CMCEN and ensure your registration is complete. 

 

4. The syllabus is as follows: 

 

Brief # Lesson & Lecturer Timings 

01 Course Introduction (Outgoing Colonel Commandant) 1000 – 1009 

02 Opening Remarks (Branch Leader and Incoming Colonel Commandant) 1010 – 1029 

03 Branch / Corps History (Branch Adjutant) 1030 – 1129 

04 HEALTH BREAK 1130 – 1159 

05 

Updates … 
 Director Signals 
 Strategic A6 
 Commander Canadian Forces Information Operations Group 
 Commander 7 Communication Group 

1200 – 1359 

06 Netherlands Battlefield Study Tour 2022 Update (Colonel Commandant) 1400 – 1429 

07 
Discussion:  Culture and People - How Honorary Colonels can contribute to a 
changing military culture and sustaining our future 

1430 – 1529 

08 Closing Remarks (Outgoing Colonel Commandant) 1530 
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SUBALTERNS’ & SERGEANTS’ 

INDOCTRINATION PROGRAMME 2021 

 

1. The Subalterns’ & Sergeants’ Indoctrination Programme for 2021 will merge both audiences into 

a single lesson plan.  The concept this year is twofold: first – to expose our NCOs and junior officers to a 

range of experiences from senior-ranking authorities who recently deployed and who occupy positions  

1-2 tiers above the students.  Second, the course shall immerse the students into Branch / Corps history, 

define the roles & responsibilities of our Branch Leadership, and impart lessons pertaining to protocol, 

heritage, and custom. 

   

2. Command Teams will carefully select student nominees who hold a reputation as positive change 

agents and respected emerging leaders who can be trusted to promulgate lesson materials throughout their 

respective units in future PD sessions. 

 

3. Course Officer.  The course officer is Captain Steven Fry, 2IC 1 Line Sqn, 77 Line Regiment.   

He shall work in concert with the Master Warrant Officer Alex Gendron, Sergeant-Major Support 

Squadron, 21 EW Regiment.  Joining Instructions (JI) shall be released in due time.  POC details are: 

 

a. Captain Steven Fry.  CSN 271-2701; and 

 

b. Master Warrant Officer Alex Gendron.  CSN 271-2919. 

 

4. Course Administration.  A detailed set of JI is forthcoming to expound on the course content and 

administrative details required for students and staff.  Below is a basic overview of course management: 

 

a. Venue.  Virtual via MS Teams (login information forthcoming by the Course Director); 

 

b. DTG.  From 1000 hours to approximately 1600 hours commencing on  

Monday, 25 October 2021 and concluding on Tuesday, 26 October 2021; 

 

c. Registration.  Staff / Lecturers will be contacted directly by the Course Officer.  Students 

will register.  Students shall register on CMCEN (https://cmcen-rcmce.ca/ce-week-

2021/), and as stated in the parent instructions, must receive endorsement from their CO / 

RSM (or equivalent) thru either Commander CFIOG, the Strategic A6, or Director 

Signals depending on environment / MOSID.  Authorized students are to register on 

CMCEN under the Post: Subalterns’ & Sergeants’ Indoctrination Programme 2021.  

Registration closed on closes Monday, 12 October 2021 at 1600 hours EST; 

 

d. Rations & Quarters.  N / A.  Meetings are held virtually and only key instructor staff 

from the Kingston area will be required to report into the CFSCE lines.  The course 

director shall provide details SEPCOR (Separate Correspondence); and 

 

e. Note on Lecturers.  Instructors are employed for a 1 x 45-minute time segment  

(see below) and should maximum use of breaks during this time as prolonged lectures via 

virtual platforms may inhibit learning objectives. 
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5. Instructors and Lessons.  The course breakdown – with lecturers – is as follows, note that timings 

and lecturers are subject to change: 

 
Day 01: Monday, 25 October 2021: 

Brief # Lesson Timings 

01 Course Introduction 1000 – 1015 

02 History and Role of the Honorary Appointments 1015 – 1100 

03 Health Break 1100 – 1115 

04 Branch Etiquette, Customs, and Traditions 1115 – 1200 

05 Lunch Break  1200 – 1300 

06 Branch Leader and Branch Chief Address 1300 – 1330 

07 Director Signals Address 1330 – 1415 

08 Commander CFIOG Update 1415 - 1500 

09 Health Break 1500 - 1515 

10 Strategic A6 Address 1515-1600 

 
Day 02: Tuesday, 26 October 2021: 

Brief # Lesson Timings 

01 
The Roles and responsibilities of the  
Troop Commander and Troop Warrant Officer 

1000 – 1100 

02 Health Break 1100 – 1115 

03 Advisors and Signal Troops in a deployed operational theatre 1115 – 1200 

04 Lunch Break  1200 – 1300 

05 Squadron and Troop Command Relationship 1300 – 1400 

06 Health Break 1400 – 1415 

07 Lesson from a Deployed Troop Command Team 1415 - 1500 

08 Health Break 1500 - 1515 

09 Lesson from a Unit Command Team 1515-1600 

 

6. Students Seating Allocations.  The course is limited to maximum online attendance of 75 

personnel.  As stated, the student composition shall be made up of Lieutenants, 2nd Lieutenants, 

Sergeants, and those Master Corporals set for promotion within the next 12 months.
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EXERCISE NOBLE SKYWAVE 2021 OVERVIEW 

 

1. The Communications and Electronics (C&E) Branch is holding its annual Professional 

Development week at Canadian Forces Base Kingston.  21 Electronic Warfare Regiment, on behalf of the 

C&E Branch, will use this opportunity to conduct Exercise NOBLE SKYWAVE 2021 (Ex NS 2021) 

from 26-28 Oct 21.  The exercise will see the establishment of voice and data links between domestic and 

international teams via High Frequency (HF) radio using sky wave propagation. 

 

2. This exercise will again take the form of a competition with participating teams earning points for 

successful contacts with other participants.  The scoring system will resemble previous years with teams 

scoring points based on number and distance of successful contacts.  During the competition, teams shall 

be responsible for their own respective broadcast detachments, stations, sites, and personnel.  Prospective 

teams must register using the registration portal at https://nobleskywave.ca/ before the deadline of  

21 2359Z Oct 21. 

 

3. Official documents for the exercise will be distributed by the event OIC via email as they become 

available.  They will also be made available on the Exercise NOBLE SKYWAVE website, found at 

https://nobleskywave.ca/.  CEOIs – produced by the CCO – shall be distributed to registered teams and 

will also be made available on the Exercise NOBLE SKYWAVE web app. 

 

4. Contact Information is as follows: 

 

a. Exercise Coordinator: 
Lieutenant Taylor Curran 

21 Electronic Warfare Regiment 

+1 613-541-5010 extension 7185 

taylor.curran@forces.gc.ca 

 

b. Chief Communication Operator (CCO):  
Warrant Officer Dylan McGraw 

21 Electronic Warfare Regiment (21 EW Regt) 

+1 613-541-5010 extension 4032 

dylan.mcgraw@forces.gc.ca 

 

 

https://nobleskywave.ca/
https://nobleskywave.ca/
mailto:taylor.curran@forces.gc.ca
mailto:dylan.mcgraw@forces.gc.ca
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR 2021 OVERVIEW 

 

1. The PD Seminar is hosted by the C&E Association President – Major-General John Leech, 

CMM, CD (Retired) and Ms. Kelly Stewart Belisle, AFCEA Canada on Wednesday, 27 October 2021 

from 0930 – 1600 hours Eastern. 

 

2. Registration for this seminar closes on Friday, 15 October 2021 at 1600 hours Eastern. 

 

3. The Professional Development Seminar will discuss emerging technologies and listen to the 

operational experiences of several Branch members recently returning from overseas deployments.  Again 

this year, the Association is partnering with AFCEA – Canada’s premier information technology, 

communications, and electronics association – to present professional development sessions.  Among the 

roster of highly credentialed speakers, the Moderators will include the seminar will have three recently 

retired Brigadier-Generals: John Turnbull, Rob Mazzolin, and Martin Girard.  The course shall be hosted 

on Microsoft Teams.  Upon registration, you will receive an invitation from the moderating staff. 

 

4. As stated in the parent instructions, interested members may register by visiting CMCEN: The 

Canadian Military Communications & Electronics Network at https://cmcen-rcmce.ca/ce-week-2021/ and 

looking for the News Post labelled Profession Development Seminar 2021.  Please note that from 0845 – 

1000 hours EST, the PD Seminar MS Teams session shall be front-loaded by an address chaired by the 

CAF J6 and Branch Leader to another audience, some of which will remain on for the PD Seminar.  

Registrants for the PD Seminar shall be held in the MS Teams waiting room queue until the 0930 hours 

launch. 

 

5. The PD syllabus is as follows: 

 

Digital Transformation 0930 – 1030 

Remote Working: Implications and Measures Required to Work out of the Office 
 DND Actions 
 Emerging Technologies 
 Implications of hybrid working and the future 

1045 – 1200 

BREAK / LUNCH 1200 – 1230 

Cyber in Continental Defence 1230 – 1400 

Lessons From Recent Ops 
 Cyber in Operation UNIFIER 
 CJOC and Operation PROTEUS 
 CANSOFCOM: Gradient Ascent  
 RCAF Operations 

1415 – 1600 

Closing Remarks 1600 – 1610 
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C&E FAMILY UPDATE 2021 OVERVIEW 

 

1. The C&E Branch Update represents the final component of C&E Week 2021.  It aims to address 

the wider C&E community on issues, challenges, and opportunities facing our Branch and our founding 

services.  Additionally, it provides a fitting venue to recognize our members by means of honours, 

awards, and educational bursaries. 

 

2. Venue.  MS Teams Live Events on Thursday, 28 October 2020 from 0900-1200 hours EST.  

The Branch Leadership will launch the event from the C&E Military Museum – Large Conference Room. 

 

3. Agenda Items.  The C&E Family Update will consist of the following briefings: 

 

TOPIC SPEAKER | PRESENTER TIME SEGMENT 

Opening Remarks, Introductions, and Highlights Colonel Roper 0900-0904 

Branch Leadership Address 

Brigadier-General O’Keefe (Ret’d) 

Brigadier-General Lambert 

Chief Warrant Officer Philibert 

0905-0914 

RCCS State-of-the-Trade Colonel Ouellet 0915-0929 

RCAF C&E State-of-the-Trade Colonel Ferriss 0930-0944 

CFIOG SIGINT & Cyber State-of-the-Trade Colonel Parsons 0945-0959 

CJOC J6 Update Colonel Small 1000-1014 

CANSOF J6 Update Lieutenant-Colonel La Pierre  1015-1029 

Comd 7 Communication Group Update Colonel Boucher 1030-1044 

Colonel-in-Chief Commendation 

Subaltern and Member of the Year Awards 

Heritage Awards 

Brigadier-General O’Keefe (Ret’d) 

Brigadier-General Lambert 

Chief Warrant Officer Philibert 

1045-1059 

C&E Association Update Major-General Leech (Ret’d) 1100-1109 

C&E Foundation Update Colonel Sibbald (Ret’d) 1110-1119 

Home Station Commandant’s Address Lieutenant-Colonel Ali 1120-1129 

Q&A Panel ALCON 1130-1149 

CAF J6 Address Major-General Jayne 1150-1154 

Closing Remarks Colonel Roper 1155-1200 

 

4. Please visit CMCEN (Canadian Military Communications & Electronics Network) to find the  

MS Teams Live Events link.  Registration is not required.  The link goes live on the morning of the 28th.  

Look under the C&E Week 2021 sub-site or search the news & events feed for the C&E FAMILY 

UPDATE 2021 post on https://cmcen-rcmce.ca/ce-week-2021/. 


